
 
 
 
 

 Niagara Re-licensing Environmental Coalition (NREC) 
Meeting Minutes   

Feb 11, 2015, 9 AM at Riverkeeper Headquarters, 721 Main Street, Buffalo 
Present:    Kerrie Gallo (BNRK), Larry Beahan (Sierra),   Jajean Rose (WNY Land Conservancy)   
Loren Smith (Audubon), Scott Kitchen (Niagara Muskie Association), Ann Ingleman 
(LWVBN), and Joe Gould (Riverkeeper, Natural Preservation) 
  
Minutes of October 2014 meeting were accepted. 
 
September Action item review: 
Kerrie contacted NREC members who had missed a few meetings, to establish their continued 
interest in participating.   
 
Treasurer Ann circulated the 9/30/14 (latest) financial statement from the Community 
Foundation. Our balance, after paying Riverkeeper $27,394.80, was $561,880.36. 
Scott commented that we had started with roughly $470,000, paid Riverkeeper each year and had 
continued to experience satisfactory growth. In light of this the proposed increased payment to 
Riverkeeper should be supportable. 
 
Chair Kerrie suggested each of us update our NREC email distribution lists. Some of the lists 
contain people who have discontinued membership long hence. 
 
Action1 Kerrie will send around a “Doodle Poll” to set the date of our next meeting, 
   
 Business 
 Loren summarized a GESC meeting which he attended in Kerrie’s place. The meeting reviewed 
multi-year projects studying the habits and habitats of Niagara River populations of emerald 
shiners and sturgeon. He was favorably impressed. 
Action 2 Kerrie will notify our members of future Commission and Committee meetings and 
make a point of inviting specific members when the subject might be of particular interest to 
them. 
Action 3 Kerrie will invite Tim De Priest to attend our next meeting and discuss work of the 
GESC. 
 
Riverkeeper Work Plan for NREC Kerrie circulated the work schedule Riverkeeper followed 
for us in 2014 and one she proposed for 2015 which was based on discussions at the Strategic 
Planning Session, last meeting.  
Scott moved; Loren seconded the adoption of this 2015 work plan and its increased payment to 
Riverkeeper in the amount of $34,198.96. This expansion of our agreement with Riverkeeper 
applies to 2015. We will review it at the end of 2015 and decide on a plan for 2016. Passed 
unanimously.  
 
Greenway Proposal review 



 
 
 
 

We agreed unanimously that neither the Log Cabin for Krull Park nor the Lewiston 
Electronic Sign were consistent with the Greenway plan. Krull Park is outside the Greenway. 
The sign does not fit the Greenway signage plan. 
We also all agreed to advise the Greenway Commission that acquisition of the Oxbow site as a 
nature preserve would be an ecologically useful contribution to the Greenway but that the 
extensive recreational remake in this proposal would severely detract from this benefit. The 
proposal as stated is not consistent with the Greenway Plan. 
 
Action 4 Kerrie will recommend the GESC fund the Oxbow as a nature preserve.     
 
Buffalo Outer Harbor Since this area is a large and ecologically important stretch of the 
Greenway, Larry suggested that the NREC take a position on the ECHDC plan for the Buffalo 
Outer Harbor and ask the Greenway Commission to consider the issue. 
 
There was general agreement that the ECHDC plan was ecologically inappropriate and that there 
were other plans in the making that were much more promising.  
Action 5 Kerrie will ask the Greenway Commission to consider a position on the ECHDC plan 
for the Buffalo Outer Harbor. 
 
Respectfully  
Larry Beahan, Secretary NREC 


