
 
 

DATE:  01/08/2019 

TO:  Niagara River Greenway Commissioners 

FROM: Niagara Relicensing Environmental Coalition 

RE:  Comments on Proposed Greenway Projects 

 

 

The Niagara Relicensing Environmental Coalition has reviewed the proposals before you today 

and submits the following comments. 

 
 

Tall Ships and Lighthouse Point; Buffalo Lighthouse Association - $166,170 

 

Consistent with the Greenway vision. The festival will contribute to the Buffalo’s reputation of a 

waterfront city and is in partnership with other efforts to begin promoting the Erie Canal bicentennial.  

 

Recommendations for improvement: 

 Reduce lighting efforts as much as possible to minimize harmful impacts to birds and wildlife. 

 Emphasis on aquatic invasive species programming (such as ballast water and canals as pathways 

for invasions). When developing the educational partners for the festival, consider reaching out to 

WNY PRISM, SeaGrant, Waterkeeper and other similar local organizations for expertise. 

 Draw clear connections during the festival to the Niagara River Greenway and its world-class 

natural resources. 

 Demonstrate the lasting impact of this program on the Greenway’s Focus Area. 

  

 

Habitat and Recreation Enhancement at Elmer’s Pond; Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper - $601,816 

 

Consistent with the Greenway vision. 

 

 

Buffalo Heritage Carousel; Buffalo Heritage Carousel Inc. - $200,000 

 

Consistent with the Greenway vision. This solar-powered carousel will highlight the cultural history of 

our region while promoting renewable energy resources.  

 

 Recommend educational signage inside the building regarding the Niagara River Greenway and 

connections to waterfront, including the historical shipping of carousels on the Erie Canal. 
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Master Plan; Buffalo & Erie County Naval & Military Park - $464,374 

 

Not consistent with the Greenway vision.  

 

This proposal seeks funding for the first two priorities of the Naval & Military Park’s Master Plan 

(upgrading lighting and sidewalks). The scope of work is almost entirely to remove and replace existing 

infrastructure, which is a maintenance need of an existing Greenway site.  

 

 

 

Multiple Conservation Sites, Partnerships, and Edu. Opportunities; Pollinator Conservation Assn. –

$202,000 

 

The NREC was unable to determine consistency. While the scope of work put forth by PCA previously 

has been found consistent with the Greenway vision and they recently received funding form the GESC, 

this proposal lacks specificity. The scope of work, budget and proposed sites are vague and it’s unclear 

what the exact ask is for. It may in fact be redundant considering past consistency determinations. 

 Recommend revising the proposal ask. 

 Recommend securing letters of support from landowners at proposed sites, specifically State 

Parks if pursuing funding from that standing committee. 

 

 

 

Tifft Nature Preserve Visitor/Market Study and Rebrand; Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences - 

$86,400 

 

The NREC was unable to determine consistency. 

 

Although the work done at Tifft is very important and aligned with the Greenway, it’s not clear in this 

proposal how a marketing study that primarily serves an organization is consistent with, or would enhance 

the Greenway vision. The nature preserve is an established site, and rebranding efforts would not further 

regional efforts to expand and increase connectivity to other Greenway sites. The language in the 

Greenway Plan is broad enough that a case for consistency could be built; however, at the funding stage, 

the proposal does not meet the spirit and intended purpose of Greenway funding.  Funding should be 

sought elsewhere.  
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