
 Niagara Re-licensing Environmental Coalition (NREC) 
Meeting Minutes  

  
July 14, 2015, 9 AM at Riverkeeper Headquarters, 721 Main Street, Buffalo 
 
Present:    Kerrie Gallo and Joe Gold (BNRK), Larry Beahan (Sierra),   Jajean Rose (WNY Land 
Conservancy)   Loren Smith (Audubon), Ann Ingleman (LWVBN), Art Klein (ADK) 
Absent: Don Houck (Presbytery of WNY), Scott Kitchen (Niagara Muskie Association), 
  
Minutes: of May 12 2015 were approved. 
 
Treasurer: No statements from the Community foundation and no expenditures.  
 
February Action items  
Pending:  

1. Recommend the GESC fund the Oxbow as a nature preserve.  
2. Recommend the Greenway Commission consider a position on the plan for the Buffalo Outer 

Harbor. 
 
Chair:  Kerrie led a discussion of her report which was previously circulated via email and is attached. 
 
 Joe made available, his report to the Greenway Commission regarding the most recent round of proposals. 
The report praised the Wheatfield River Road Trail, rejected the Preservation Guide and the Tonawanda 
Creek Paddle Launch. It is also attached. 
 
Kerrie circulated today copies of excellent, detailed financial statements of NYPA deposits into and our 
expenditures from the 16 million dollar HERF fund and the 1 million-a-year Greenway Ecological fund.   
 
Action 1 All Consider how to spend the remaining 12 million available in HERF  
 
Kerrie also circulated pictorial power point pages provide by Tim DePriest of a presentation on the HERF 
accomplishments.  
Action 2 Kerrie will make available an electronic version of this excellent document. 
 
May Action Items: 
Bill S04824 got nowhere in the last legislative session 
 https://legiscan.com/NY/bill/S04824/2015 By Rep Ryan and Sen Panepinto with an assist from Sam 
Magavern. It would restrict Greenway funding to the “Focus Zone.”   
Action 3 Kerrie will invite Sam Magavern to help us consider whether we will promote this bill. 
 
Action 4 Kerrie will look into the use of Facebook to publicize NREC, as an alternative to a website. 
 
Next Meeting Sept 15 Riverkeeper 9am 
  
    
Respectfully  
Larry Beahan, Secretary NREC 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Attachments 
 

Summary of NREC Chair Activities 
  

 May-June 2015 
 

Greenway Consistency Reviews 
• Attended the GC meeting on May 19 to read April comments into the record; 
• Reviewed June projects up for Greenway Consistency, circulated draft comments for NREC review, 

provided comments to GC and will attend GC meeting in July. 
 
GESC/ESC Meeting 

• Reviewed Tifft Nature Preserve Proposal and circulated among NREC members to determine 
agreement on whether to award funds: Project complements the long-term Master Plan for multiple 
phases of improvements at the Tifft Nature Preserve. For GESC funding, David Spiering requested 
$30,000 to purchase native plants which will be located within several areas of planned green 
infrastructure improvements. In addition, $5,000 will be used to control Japanese Knotweed and 
Phragmites within areas of the preserve. NREC members voted to approve this fund award and the 
GESC committee allocated funding. 

• Circulated Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper’s request for construction funds to NREC members for 
agreement on a vote. The $157,000 funds are for installation of a living shoreline at the Sandy Beach 
Park Club on Grand Island and are requested as part of Riverkeeper’s 2012 approved Niagara River 
Riparian Restoration Program. The NREC members voted to release construction funds. The GESC 
voted the same.  

• Attended GESC meeting (6/16) 
o Presentation from Tifft Nature Preserve on request for $30,000 funding for activities 

described above; 
o Presentation from Riverkeeper on request for $157,000 for activities described above; 
o Presentation from Riverkeeper on finalization of its Niagara River Greenway Habitat 

Conservation Strategy Report and Recommendations; 
o Presentation from NYPA on Status of Habitat Improvement Projects; 
o Reviewed financial updates on both the GEF and HERF funds (copies provided to NREC 

members); 
o Conducted site visits to the island HIPs to assess emergent vegetation condition, fish 

spawning presence/absence within Frog Island and assess opportunities for further restoration 
along the east side of Grand Island. 

 
Proactive Outreach/Enhanced Coordination 

• 7/7: Attended the ribbon cutting ceremony for the Western NY Land Conservancy’s Stella Niagara 
Preserve as Chair of NREC and on behalf of the GESC. 

 
*6/12: Met with Amy Fisk of Niagara County Economic Development Agency to assess availability of 
Brownfield money for use within the Niagara River Greenway. 

 
Follow-up Items 
 
Senate Bill 4824 
Text of bill provided on next page, link below: 
https://legiscan.com/NY/bill/S04824/2015 



 
As of July 2015, this bill is listed as “REFERRED TO CULTURAL AFFAIRS, TOURISM, PARKS AND 
RECREATION.” This indicates that the bill did not make it out of committee conversations with any 
immediate actions or votes to move it forward. The legislature is currently in recess and will resume in 
January of 2016.  
 
Next step for the NREC is to decide if the Chair should continue monitoring the progress of this bill and/or 
conduct any recess-based activities to rally support for the bill.  
 
Website/Social Media  
At the May meeting preliminary discussions were had about launching an independent NREC website 
and/or facebook page to more proactively promote the mission and goals of NREC within the community.  
Larry circulated a contact as a potential website builder. At least one concern was expressed about the value 
of NREC taking this on. Greater discussion and a vote is needed from the committee to determine if this 
activity should be pursued by the Chair.  

 
*Not billed to NREC but relevant for proactive outreach and seeking of potential Greenway project 
implementers. 
 
 
 
	
	
			
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



 
 
 
 

	TO:	Niagara	River	Greenway	Commissioners		
FROM:	Niagara	Relicensing	Environmental	Coalition*		
RE:	Comments	on	Proposed	Greenway	Projects		
The Niagara Relicensing Environmental Coalition has reviewed the proposals before you today and 
submits the following comments. 	
Wheatfield River Road Trail Phase 2 	
We recommend the project be found consistent. This is a critical component of the Greenway Trail and is 
one of the last vital links needed to make a contiguous trail from the City of Buffalo to the Town of 
Porter. A significant amount of community support has been shown for this project and the town has 
leveraged funds from a variety of source making this request the last 20% of the funds needed to complete 
this project. 	
Recommendation:  
A large amount of vegetation will be cleared during construction of this trail. To the greatest extent 
possible existing trees, shrubs and plants should be left intact to maintain the aesthetic nature of the area 
and preserve habitat along this vital corridor. Operation and maintenance plans should consider habitat 
value while maintaining a safe and equitable trail. 	
Preservation Guide to the Niagara River Greenway 	
We recommend this project be found inconsistent. From what can be determined from the proposed 
budget and scope this project far exceeds what would be considered a reasonable ask for the level of 
proposed benefit it provides. A cost breakdown of phase 1 shows the budget is largely made up of 
personnel expenses and overhead and no cost breakdown are provided for phase 2 and 3 in the budget. In 
addition, phase 3 expands this work to all of Erie and Niagara County which is inconsistent with the 
Greenway Plan. Further details of how this guide would describe and portray the Greenway are also 
needed. 	
Proposed Adaptive Paddle Sport Launch System 	
This project is outside the Greenway boundary and therefore we recommend that it be found inconsistent. 	
Recommendation:  
While this project falls within the scope of the Greenway Plan and has a modest budget, NREC maintains 
that all projects must be within the designated boundary. Tonawanda Creek has several worthwhile 
projects but funding them would dilute the ability and effectiveness of building a greenway. Therefore, it 
is recommended that the Town of Pendleton seek funding for this project from an alternative resource. 	
As a side note, the placement of the proposed kayak launch should be further investigated. A potential 
alternative location would be to install it along the bulkhead wall, this could potential avoid problems 
with existing slip traffic. It should also be noted that the use of rollers in the design of the launch could 
limit the use. Higher end composite canoes and kayaks can be damaged when using these types of 
launches. 	
Adirondack Mountain Club, 	
Niagara Chapter  
Audubon New York  
Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER 	
Citizens Campaign  
for the Environment 	
League of Women 	
Voters of Buffalo Niagara 	
Niagara Frontier Wildlife Habitat 	
Council		
Niagara Musky Association 	
Presbytery of WNY  
Sierra Club, Niagara Group 


