
 
 

DATE:  03-05-2019 

TO:  Niagara River Greenway Commissioners 

FROM: Niagara Relicensing Environmental Coalition 

RE:  Comments on Proposed Greenway Projects 

 

 

The Niagara Relicensing Environmental Coalition has reviewed the proposals before you today 

and submits the following comments. 

 

 

Weather Citizen Scientist App; World Weather Center - $351,000 

Not consistent with the Greenway Plan. 

 

Web development of an app does not enhance the Greenway. The website provided in this 

application does not work, and does not support the organization’s abilities to follow through 

with this project. All the enclosed letters of support are for occupying a building, not software 

development. 

 

Empire State Trail Buffalo Section Gap Funding; City of Buffalo - $700,000 

Consistent with the Greenway Plan; though application is not detailed and suggests strong 

elements of maintenance. 

 

 We request the Commissioners advise the funding committee on whether this project is 

permissible under maintenance guidelines for the Greenway Plan. 

 We would like to see a commitment from the City to maintain the new trail at a better 

state than it is currently maintained. 

 Recommend use of permeable pavement, installation of native plants, bioswales and any 

other tactics to offset stormwater. 

 

Marilyn Toohey Park All Inclusive Playground; Village of Lewiston - $725,000 

Consistent with the Greenway Plan, as it provides free outdoor recreational space within the 

Greenway. 

 

 Recommend consulting with the community for ideas to improve the playground concept. 

 Recommend age-appropriate educational signage regarding the Niagara River, its natural 

resources and stewardship. The Town should consider including an educational pollinator 

garden, or some other form of enhanced outdoor learning opportunity alongside the 

playground. 
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Lewiston Circle of Honor Veterans Memorial; Veterans of Foreign Wars Downriver Post 

7487 - $200,000 

Not consistent with the Greenway Plan.  

 

NREC has consistently voiced their concerns about the Greenway setting a precedent to be a 

source of revenue for statuary. We respectfully continue to ask that Commissioners convey these 

longstanding concerns to each funding committee more clearly, in light of their advisory role to 

oversee implementation of the Greenway Plan. 
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