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NREC Meeting Minutes  

  

September 13, 2016 at Riverkeeper Headquarters, 721 Main Street, Buffalo 

  

Present:    Kerrie Gallo and Joe Gould (River Keeper),   Larry Beahan (Sierra),   Jajean Rose 

(WNY Land Conservancy), Ann Ingleman (LWVBN), John Jarosz (Niagara Muskie 

Association), Art Klein (ADK by phone) and Donald Houck (WNY Presbytery)  

 

Agenda: Joe distributed the day’s agenda.  

 

Minutes of July12, 2015 were approved.  

 

March Action item review: None 

 

Treasurer: No report available from the Community Foundation.  

Action 1 Ann will contact the Foundation.  

 

Chair Report: Action 2 Kerrie will circulate a written report of the recent Environmental 

Standing Committee meeting which she and John attended. 

In brief, the Committee rejected four of the five proposals approving only the Scajaquada 

Creek Ecosystem Restoration. These proposals and NREC’s vote on each are listed in detail in 

the July minutes.  

A major item of discussion was whether Environmental Standing Committee funds  

should support projects inside Park-Greenway lands since the Park Standing Committee has a  

dedicated fund of it’s own. 

Niagara River Greenway Commission Meeting July 2016:   

Jeanne Leccese was hired as Greenway Commission Executive Director. Her position has 

been funded by New York State through the NYS Parks Department and she will have an office 

there. Our communication with the Commission will now be through Ms. Leccese. 

 Joe stated the major thrust of the meeting was a result of  our objection to funding two 

Parks Department proposals: enhanced illumination of the Falls and repair of the Devil’s Hole 

staircase. These appeared to be maintenance projects for which the Greenway denies funding. 

However the Department of Transportation representative stated they consider major restorations 

of such proportions to be “Capital Improvements” and therefore eligible for funding. The 

projects were found “Consistent with the Greenway Plan.” 

 Joe made the point to the Commission that this vote established a precedent that should 

be memorialized for use in future decisions. 

 A step in that direction is the Commission’s current trial use of  Commissioner 

Magavern’s ranking system for proposed Greenway projects. 

Action 3 Joe will recirculate this ranking system to our members and post it on our website. 



 

 

 

 

Upcomming Niagara River Greenway Commission Meeting September 2016:  The Gill 

Creek Trail Proposal by the City of Niagara Falls calls for about half its $600,000 cost from 

Greenway funds. It is a 10 foot wide multiple use, porous trail paralleling Gill Creek from Hyde 

Park Blvd. toward the Niagara River. Its access to the River is currently blocked by a 

commercial property.  

 Joe indicated that we had agreed in our emails that this is a “Consistent” proposal and 

that it is important to have its signage in line with the rest of the Greenway. Details at 

http://www.niagaragreenway.org/sites/default/files/Gill%20Creek%20Trail-Final.pdf 

 

Cayuga Restoration: Joe has completed a sign-off letter for the communities holding a stake in 

$200,000, targeted during the Niagara Power Project Relicensing settlement, for use on Cayuga 

Creek.  The letter proposes using this money to buy and ecologically restore the 36.9 acre Weber 

property on the Creek.   

Action 4 Joe will circulate this letter and the Weber property plan to NREC members. 

 

NIAGARA MUSKY ASSOCIATION Muskellunge Telemetry Proposal: John Jarosz the 

NMA delegate to the NREC gave an excellent description of this proposal and illustrated it with 

slides.  NMA proposes, in cooperation with the DEC, to participate in  GLATOS, the Great 

Lakes Acoustic Telemetry Observation System. Over two years NMA would collect 20 

Muskellunge, implant acoustic tags in them and record their movements using several 

strategically placed acoustic hydrophones. Data on these fish would also be available from the 

hydrophones of all of GLATOS. The information collected will be useful in protecting existing 

Musky habitat and creating new. John calls it the “Lake Erie Musky EZ Pass system.”  

 

 
 

 

http://www.niagaragreenway.org/sites/default/files/Gill%20Creek%20Trail-Final.pdf


 

 

 

 

New Business:  

Northern Access Pipeline: National Fuel is planning a 96 mile fracked gas pipeline from 

Pennsylvania to Canada across Allegany, Cattaraugus, Erie and Niagara Counties and the 

Niagara River. It will also cross many, many streams and wetlands and place a polluting 

dehydration station in the Greenway a half mile from the River. Sierra Club and River Keeper 

have filed comments in opposition to the pipeline with FERC, Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission. They urge NREC members to do likewise. More information at 

https://niagarasierraclub.com/ 

 

CWM a toxic waste storage site in Niagara County is in the process of applying for expansion. 

Action 5 Kerry will circulate news of success in opposing this potential import of more toxic 

waste into the Greenway. 

 

Respectfully  

Larry Beahan 

 

 

https://niagarasierraclub.com/

